
ANNE PAGE and SLENDER 1 
 
[Young Slender is clearly very awkward around pretty young 
women, like Anne Page.  She’s the daughter of the man who invited 
him over for dinner, and she’s trying to get him inside to eat.] 
 
ANNE PAGE 
Will't please your worship to come in, sir? 
SLENDER 
No, I thank you, forsooth, heartily; I am very well. 
ANNE PAGE 
The dinner attends you, sir. 
SLENDER 
I am not a-hungry, I thank you, forsooth. Go, sirrah. 
ANNE PAGE 
I may not go in without your worship: they will not sit till you come. 
SLENDER 
I' faith, I'll eat nothing; I thank you as much as though I did. 
ANNE PAGE 
I pray you, sir, walk in. 
SLENDER 
I had rather walk here, I thank you. I bruised my shin th' other day 
with playing at sword and dagger with a master of fence. Why do your 
dogs bark so? be there bears i' the town? 
ANNE PAGE 
I think there are, sir; I heard them talked of. 
SLENDER 
I love the sport well. You are afraid, if you see the bear loose, are you 
not? 
ANNE PAGE 
Ay, indeed, sir. 
SLENDER 
That's meat and drink to me, now. I have seen Sackerson loose twenty 
times, and have taken him by the chain. 
 



ANNE PAGE and SLENDER 2 
 
 [Slender is being urged to court Anne Page, but is either very shy, or very 
awkward, or quite reluctant.  Here Slender can’t escape talking to her.] 
 
 
ANNE PAGE 
Now, Master Slender,-- 
SLENDER 
Now, Mistress Anne,-- 
ANNE PAGE 
What is your will? 
SLENDER 
My will! that's a pretty jest indeed! I ne'er made my will yet, I thank 
heaven; I am not such a sickly creature, I give heaven praise. 
ANNE PAGE 
I mean, Master Slender, what would you with me? 
SLENDER 
Truly, for mine own part, I would little or nothing with you. Your 
father and my uncle hath made motions: if it be my luck, so; if not, 
happy man be his dole! They can tell you how things go better than I 
can: you may ask your father; here he comes. 


